 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Lyrics and Literature Workshop 

Elaine Hall and Janice Moen have selected a group of outstanding books to share.  Included with them are original songs and many classroom activities.

A Chair For My Mother
by Vera B. Williams

Greenwillow Books, New York

Song: Everybody Needs a Chair

Summary: A sweet story about a family saving their coins to buy a new chair.  A fire had destroyed the things in their house just a year earlier and, although the community had pitched in, they didn’t have a good chair.  Grandma, mom, and daughter all work together to buy a new one.  Even Aunt Ida and Uncle Sandy help to deliver it.  
Curious George Visits the Zoo
by Margaret and H.A. Rey

Houghton Mifflin Company

Song: Monkey See, Monkey Do

Summary: This story is a classic.  It is our favorite monkey, George, who gets himself in and out of trouble. This time it’s at the zoo.  The man with the big yellow hat takes him to the zoo where George is very curious about all the things he sees there.  After a zookeeper walks by with a bucket of bananas, the trouble begins.  But George has a way of turning things around and saves the day for everyone.

Miss Rumphius
Story and Pictures by: Barbara Cooney

Puffin Books 1982

Song: A Beautiful Place

Summary: This award-winning book takes a look at the life of a woman who wanted to make the world a more beautiful place.  The narrator explains that great-aunt Alice, although old, lived a life of great adventure.  As Alice ages, she decides that she has not completed her goal in life so she begins to throw lupine seeds wherever she goes.  Within a short amount of time, the lupines begin to make her world more beautiful.  

How I Became a Pirate
by Melinda Long 

Illustrated by David Shannon

Harcourt, Inc.  





      Song: A Pirate’s Life for Me

Summary: Readers will love to hear about how a group of pirates enlists the help of one young boy to help them bury their treasure.  Aye! (Talk like a Pirate Day is Sept. 19th!) 
Snowmen at Night
by Caralyn Buehner

Illustrated by Mark Buehner

Dial Books for Young Readers

Song: What do Snowmen Do? 

Summary: A rhyming book where snowmen decide to sneak around the neighborhood inventing all kinds of wonderful things to do when the rest of us aren’t looking.

Christmas Day in the Morning
by Pearl S. Buck

Illustrated by Mark Buehner

Harper Collins Publisher

Song: A Gift of Love

Summary: A farm boy is challenged to find a gift for his father.  He decides to get up early and milk the cows before his father is awake.  This big job becomes the best present that his father has ever had.  Not only is it memorable for the father but even more so for the son. 

Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs
by Judi Barrett 
Illustrator: Ron Barrett

Simon and Schuster 1978

Song: Crazy Day 

Summary: In the town of Chewandswallow, where all the food you need falls from the sky, the weather was turning strange. Not only was it cloudy, but also it threatened to rain all kinds of food.  The residents ate whatever the sky poured down on them.  There were storms of hamburgers and rains of orange juice.  What was this town to do?  They banded together and came up with a plan to move.  

My Penguin Osbert
by Cody Kimmel

Illustrator H.R. Lewis

Candlewick Press

Song: Be Careful What You Ask For

Summary: Joe wants to be specific this time when he requests a special gift from Santa.  He decides that a real penguin is what he wants.  Christmas morning comes and, sure enough, under the tree is the real thing.  Joe soon finds out that this gift is not exactly what he expected it to be.  He wants to solve the problem but what can he do now

 Twas the Day Before Zoo Day
by Catherine Ipcizade

Illustrator Ben Hodson

Sylvan Dell Publishing

Song: Mr. Giraffe

Summary: This sweet zoo story is fashioned after the classic poem “Twas the Night Before Christmas.” The zoo is in a hurry to prepare for all the children who will be visiting the next day.  But the animals are not cooperating with the work that needs to get done.  Finally, all the preparations are done and the children arrive. This rhyming story is sure to please the crowds of kids who rush to the zoo each year.

John, Paul, George & Ben 

by Lane Smith

Hyperion Books for Children , New York

Song: John, Paul, George and Ben

Summary: A humorous look (actually, it is hilarious) at some of the founding fathers and the skills they may have brought to the beginning of a nation.  Did John Hancock really practice writing his name in school?  Was Paul Revere hard-of-hearing and so, always yelling?  Did George chop up everything in sight?  Oh, and Ben, Ben, Ben.  What shall we do with him?

The Autobiography of Santa Claus
by Jeff Guinn

Penguin Books

Song  Santa Claus Tonight

Summary: This chapter book has a detailed description of the life of Santa in his very early years. Who better to tell the story than Santa himself! The style of first person narrative describes life as the world’s most famous toy giver. It explains how Nicholas began his work and why he stuck with it.  It has a very clear message of giving to others.

Wild About Books
by Judy Sierra

Illustrator: Marc Brown

Alfred A. Knopf 2004

Song  How I Wish I Had A Book
Summary: A wonderful rhyming book about all the animals in the zoo. The new books that the bookmobile accidentally brings fascinate these animals. This book provides several examples of genres that can be found in a library. 

