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Nita Scott, graduate of Arkansas 
State University with MA in Lead-
ership and Administration, begins 
her new assignment as Membership 
Services Administrator for The Delta 
Kappa Gamma Society International 
in August 2011. Scott has served 
education for 23 
years of successful 
classroom experi-
ence in the field of 
mathematics. She 
has taught in Ten-
nessee and Arkan-
sas, worked in 
marketing and been 
a leader and presenter of classroom 
technology and mathematics. 

Certified in secondary education 
with endorsements in mathemat-
ics, business and economics, she has 
worked at Federal Express, Malone 
and Hyde marketing firm and worked 
in Europe as a staff support person for 
mission activities in Belgium, Luxem-
burg, France and Germany.

Educators Award recipient announced
Degrees of Inequality: 
Culture, Class, and Gender in 
American Higher Education 
by Dr. Ann L. Mullen will 
have the gold emblem of the 
Educators Award adorning 
its cover. Selected by the 
Educators Award Committee from 
20 books nominated for the 2011 
award, this readable, well-researched 
publication provides 
thought-provoking 
information “…
to help uncover 
the ways in 
which higher 
education ends up 
perpetuating the 
very patterns of 
social stratification 
that it was designed 
to ameliorate.” (p. 23).

Dr. Mullen provides data and 
interview results as students from Yale 
University and Southern Connecticut 
State College are compared. The 
study clearly shows the influence 

social and economic background has 
on educational and career goals and 
accomplishments. This book holds 
the potential to influence practicing 
educators who profess the philosophy 
of university matriculation as a social 
equalizer. The 2011 selection has 
international appeal as the information 
can be applied to students, educators 
and parents.

The Educators Award recognizes 
a woman author(s) from one of 17 
countries where Delta Kappa Gamma 
has been established. The author’s 
work must have been published in 
2010 and may influence education. 

Four additional titles were 
designated by the committee as “Books 
of Interest”: Why Great Teachers Quit 
and How We Might Stop the Exodus 
by Katy Farber; Different Learners:  
Identifying, Preventing, and Treating 
Your Child’s Learning Problems by Jane 
Healy; Data Strategies to Uncover and 
Eliminate Hidden Inequities by Ruth 
Johnson and Robin Avelar LaSalle; 
and Cyber Kids, Cyber Bullying, Cyber 
Balance by Barbara C. Trolley and 
Constance Hanel.

Nita Scott joins 
Society Headquarters
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Three Society members who haven’t 
seen one another in a couple of years get 
together at a regional conference. After 
catching up on families, careers, and 
travels, the friends begin talking about 
what is happening in their chapters 
and the enthusiasm builds as they share 
projects, programs, and fun fellowship 
activities. Before they know it, they must 
part, but they each take back ideas and 
renewed energy to share with their own 
members. And, so the story continues….

With 81% of state organizations 
reporting, there truly are many stories 
to tell about chapter activities and 
programs.

Excellence in Education projects 
abound

Forty-nine percent of all chapters 
have projects/activities that support 
excellence in education; among them 
are those that award scholarships, 
present student book bags with school 
supplies, give books for babies/new 
parents, volunteer in classrooms  as 
test proctors and tutors, mentor new 
teachers or students, sponsor essay/
speech/debate/spelling competitions, 
and hold professional development 
sessions. A Delaware chapter has a 
literacy project in a women’s prison 
to help support inmates relationships 
with their children. Delta Chapter in 
Germany supports a female orphan 
and pays for her school fees and 
supplies.

One-third of chapters support early-
career educators

Even though 2010-2011 was the 
first year to focus on new educators, 
many chapters have been quick to 
“jump on the band wagon” and work to 
help keep good teachers in the profes-
sion. Mentoring, gift cards for supplies, 
“survival kits,” grants-in-aid, classroom 
project mini-grants, notes of support 
with helpful hints and tips, profes-
sional development seminars, welcome 

teas and luncheons, and open invita-
tions to meetings are just some of the 
ways that 36% of all chapters reporting 
support first-year through fifth-year 
teachers.  Omicron (Oregon) Chapter 
sponsored “Dinner and a Movie” for 
new teachers, including a free din-
ner, a showing of Harry Wong’s video 
on classroom discipline, a follow-up 
discussion of  how to apply the prin-
ciples in the classroom, and a gift card 
to help purchase supplies to put the 
principles into action.

Whether you will use the 
resources from THAT (Teachers 
Helping Another Teacher) found on 
the Society Web site or do “your own 
thing,” please keep up with your time 
and money spent in 2011-2012 in 
support of first-fifth year educators so 
we can report our collective efforts in 
the summer of 2012!

Schools for Africa project draws 
quick support

Our new international project, 
Schools for Africa, was quickly sup-
ported by 23% of all chapters report-
ing. A project where only monetary 
donations are possible, chapters raised 
money through innovative means: 
dumping change from purses into a 
collection jar at each meeting; holding 
auctions and raffles; sponsoring “pov-
erty dinners” where the meal is modest 
but the meal price higher; collecting 
$.25 per inch/number of one’s shoe 
size; and playing bingo.

Broadcasting the Buzz continues  
to be challenging

Only one-third of chapters sent 
photos/news articles/press releases, 
with chapters in more populous 
areas relating how difficult it is to get 
published in local media. Chapters are, 
however, finding innovative ways to get 
the word out: placing ads in programs 
at public/community functions; 
donating books/toys in the Society’s 
name to local shelters or schools; 
planting trees in the Society’s name; 

inviting media 
representatives 
to meetings 
who may 
possibly follow 
up with a story; 
hosting panel 
discussions on 
education and 
inviting the 

public; and sponsoring art shows.
This is just the beginning of the 

wealth of information gleaned from 
chapters and state organizations. More 
will be forthcoming. Many thanks go 
to you who reported your successes 
and concerns. We are listening and 
doing everything we can to share 
what works for you with others and 
to address your concerns with ideas 
and resources to make your chapter 
successful.  The story continues….

Sharing our successes
By Dr. Jensi P. Souders
2010-2012 INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT
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The Golden Gift Special Stipend 
granted to Lace Marie Brogden, Ph.D., 
for the project, Pay-e-pot’s Moccasins: 
Postcolonial Readings for Social Studies 
Education, acknowledges contributions 
of First Nations people of the North 
American Plains, in particular Cree 
and Blackfoot inhabitants of the past 
and present day Prairies of what is 
commonly known in 2011 as Western 
Canada. It further recognizes the lands 
and resources afforded contemporary 
Saskatchewan through Treaty. The 
Special Stipend has enabled initial and 
follow-up field work to take place at 
the Maple Creek, Saskatchewan site.

In April 2011 Brogden and her 
colleague Dr. Tobias Sperlich, an 
anthropologist, submitted an academic 
paper proposal to the International 
Conference, The History of Migration 
in Museums: Between Memory and 
Politics. The paper was accepted and 
the researchers will present at the 
conference, which will be held at Blaise 
Pascal University, Clermont-Ferrand, 
France, November 17-19, 2011.

July 15-Chapter Treasurer Annual Report- 
Form 15

September 1-Lucile Cornetet Award 
for Professional Development 
Application

September 1-State Organization Treasurer 
Annual Report-Form 16

September 15-International Speakers 
Fund Speaker Application

October 1-Amendments to International 
Standing Rules

October 15-Nominations for elected 
officers, Administrative 
Board members, elected 
committee members and 
members of the Board of 
Trustees

DEADLINES
•	 Adopted revised Expansion 

Guidelines.
•	 Changed Society Headquarters 

personnel titles as follows:
From Web manager to 
Information/Technology 
Assistant 
From Systems Technician to 
Systems Analyst

•	 Approved printing 100 copies 
of the Spanish version of the 
Constitution and International 
Standing Rules and making it 
available to members in the same 
manner as the English version.

•	 Supported the recommendation 
of the International Membership 
Committee that Michelle Obama 
is worthy of honorary membership 
in The Delta Kappa Gamma 
Society International.

•	 Agreed to submit the application 
for Society Headquarters to be 
considered for recognition in the 
National Historic Registry.

•	 Approved spending $140 for 
two sets of National Park 
Service standard pictures for 
the application to the National 
Historic Registry.

•	 Approved additional vendors 
and exhibitors for 2011 regional 
conferences.

•	 Approved using 2010 
international convention vendor/
exhibitor fees for vendor/
exhibitors paying for space at the 
2012 International Convention by 
Oct. 15, 2011.

•	 Approved an increase of 
approximately 15% more than 
the 2010 Convention vendor/
exhibitor table rental with 
appropriate adjustments for 
additional tables at the 2012 
International Convention.

•	 Adopted the International 
World Fellowship University 
Participation Process.

•	 Approved the University of 
Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada, 

Administrative Board takes action
for World Fellowship recipients.

•	 Approved the 2011 Headquarters 
Technology Replacement 
Schedule, not to exceed $60,000.

•	 Adopted the International 
Guidelines for Forum Planning.

•	 Adopted the revised 
Administrative Board Policies 
Governing Headquarters.

•	 Adopted the Strategic Action Plan 
as revised May 20, 2011.

•	 Went into executive session to 
consider a personnel matter.

•	 Employed Nita Scott as 
the Membership Services 
Administrator beginning August 
17, 2011, at Step 1 of the 
Administrators’ pay scale.

•	 Approved the Headquarters 
Employee Handbook organization 
plan presented by the board’s 
Human Relations committee.

•	 Approved 2010 International 
Convention and 2011 Regional 
Conference vendors for the 2012 
International Convention.

•	 Approved the International 
Nominations Committee 
Guidelines for the Selection of 
Nominees for Society Elective 
Positions so that photographs are 
not required with the nomination 
application form.

•	 Approved the International 
Nominations Committee 
Guidelines for Recommendations 
by adding “Each Nominations 
Committee member shall maintain 
confidentiality of all nomination 
materials and committee 
deliberations.”

•	 Recognized with sincere and 
profound appreciation, the 
outstanding contribution during 
the tenure of Sandra Smith 
Bull as Membership Services 
Administrator for her professional 
commitment to the Society and 
for the manner in which she has 
touched each of us personally.

Pay-e-pot’s 
moccasins studied
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Since 1964 the Educational Foundation has given more than $2.5 million in its 
efforts to improve, enrich and encourage intercultural understanding and excellence in 
education. The Foundation supports professional development activities of employed 
educators and professional development seminars sponsored by state organizations and 
other entities of the Society.

The Foundation funds ongoing and new projects ranging from equipment for a 
peaceful playground to a museum inventory, from help for children facing adversity 
to an after-school science program, and from a donkey cart book mobile to books for 
young refugee children. In 2011 these projects take place in 13 countries around the 
world—impacting education worldwide!

The Foundation also provides the Seminar in Purposeful Living. Join DKG 
members and guests prior to the international convention in July 2012 to enjoy “A 
Capital Experience” in and around the United States capital city of Washington, D.C.

Amount Project Director Location

$3,500.00 After School Science Program Kelly Martin-Carter Granger, WA
$5,000.00 Teacher to Teacher, Alaska to El Salvador Daphne Hofschulte North Pole, AK
$1,000.00 Supporting Education When Children Face Adversity Linda Edwards Janesville, WI
$1,200.00 Math Discovery’s “At Home Math Talk” Barbara Cleveland Columbus, OH
$3,000.00 Girls, Inc. of the Central Coast:  ECHO Patty Fernandez Salinas, CA
$500.00 Foundation for Art and Music in Education (FAME) Judy Ward Wabash, IN
$1,500.00 “Read to Me” Expanded, County Coordinated 

Program
Carole Speidel Sandusky, MI

$2,000.00 Classroom – Project Life David Bower West Lafayette, IN
$1,600.00 Town of Acushnet’s Long Plain Museum Inventory Karen Guenette Rochester, MA
$4,000.00 Arts Enriched English Camp Mary Kay Pieski Tallmadge, OH
$1,800.00 Empowering Community College Students to 

Become Scientists
Dr. Helen Rarick Chicago, IL

$3,500.00 Swedish Chi Helps Siwa Children Ingela Hogbert Sweden and Egypt
$1,500.00 Books Build Bridges Jane Zornik Boise, ID
$800.00 Books for Babies Joanne TerHorst Neenah, WI
$1,000.00 Train Stop Storytelling Festival Sheila Hickman Columbia, TN
$1,900.00 Tots in Transition Marilyn Matthews Riverview, New 

Brunswick, Canada
$1,500.00 Osotwa Project Joanne Elmer Ontario, Canada and 

Tanzania, Africa
$4,100.00 Honduran Women’s Education Project Karen Lindbergh Freeport, PA and 

Tegucagalapa, Honduras
$1,500.00 Pre-School Literacy Project, Lira Uganda Erika Gullstrand Lira, Uganda, Africa
$780.00 Creating a Community of Learning Maria Styers Franklinton, NC
$1,900.00 Library Curriculum Development Project Elizabeth Metts Valparaiso, IN
$1,200.00 G2IT Going Day Camp Lara Duran Salina, KS
$2,000.00 Gallatin Valley Farm to School, an affiliate of Hopa 

Mountain
Aubree Durfey Bozeman, MT

$ 46,780.00             Total Renewed Projects    

Educational Foundation projects 2011-2012
Renewed Projects
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Amount Project Director Location

$2,000.00 ”Raising a Reader”: Inspiring a New Generation of Readers Sue Miller Salem, OR

$1,000.00 Community Family Connections Susan Tucker Salina, KS

$1,200.00 Wabanaki Writers Project Melanie Ruark Orono, ME

$2,100.00 The Peaceful Playground Susan Mary Frabotta Webster, MA

$200.00 Box of Books Erika Guth-Degner Germantown, WI

$2,500.00 The Rose Project Judi Fisher Northville, MI

$4,000.00 Reading the Word and the World:  Literacy for a Better 
Tomorrow

Lennor Stieda Victoria, BC and 
Tlamacazapa, Mexico

$1,500.00 15/4/You Carol F. Watson Huntington, WV

$500.00 Make a Wish for Beginning Teachers Linda Pearn Bonney Lake, WA

$2,000.00 Garza Independence High School Women’s Studies Laura Grayson Austin, TX

$2,000.00 Operation:  My Own Book Juno Van Ocker Boise, ID

$5,000.00 Reach Out and Read Kathy Martell Salem, OR

$3,500.00 Wuliwon Readers Dianne Wilkins Fredericton, New Brunswick, 
Canada

$840.00 Sisters Ahead Millie Buege Delafield, WI

$3,000.00 Environmental Education and Networking for Mexican 
Women 

Ann-Marie Svensson Varberg, Sweden and 
Ekomujeres, Mexico

$1,500.00 Learning Opportunities that Value Education (L.O.V.E.) Dr. Johnnie Martin Rutherford, NC

$2,200.00 My Backyard Educational Farm Jill Hartzell Portland, OR

$7,500.00 Rukhshana School Partnership Project Amy Alonso Silver Spring, MD and 
Kabul, Afghanistan

$2,500.00 Reading Skills Project in Gambia Maud Lindh Vasteras, Sweden and 
Gambia, Africa

$2,000.00 When Girls Hurt Girls Workshop for Mothers and 
Daughters

Maria V. Andersen Sioux City, IA

$2,500.00 Epsilon Kappa Chapter Supporting Novice Educators Marcia Kirkland Austin, TX

$3,125.00 St. Agnes Girls Secondary School Nutrition Classroom 
Project

Nancy A. Herrmann Manitowoc, WI and 
Tanzania, Africa

$1,000.00 Kindergarten Readiness in Garden City Lisa Zeiter Garden City, ID

$500.00 Amazing Amigos Karen Snyder Red Lion, PA

$1,800.00 Cavalcade of Culture Jill Brown Ada, OK

$2,000.00 Finding Common Ground Nina McCarthy Geneva, NY

$3,000.00 Gateway to Education Marie G. Dawson Clermont, GA

$1,000.00 Delta Kappa Gamma Read To Me Project Adele Siverman Auburn, ME

$300.00 Visual and Performing Arts Cooperative Summer Programs Judy Ward Wabash, IN

$1,000.00 Hope for Kenya’s Flower Children Sharon Marie Anderson Salem, OR and Kenya, Africa

$2,500.00 Ethiopia Reads: Donkey Mobile Library Jane Kurtz Lawrence, KS and Ethiopia, 
Africa

$300.00 Badger Girls State Scholarships A. Darlene Zentz Janesville, WI

$5,000.00 Special Holocaust Studies Course Dr. Kathleen Wheeler York, NE

$3,000.00 Funding & Participation in Imagination Library Donna Riggs Benton, AR

$74,065.00   Total New Projects

New Projects

$ 120,845.00 = Total Renewed and New Projects Funded
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State 
Organization

Contact Date of Event Amount 
Awarded

Europe Kate York August 5, 2011 $400.00

Austin 
Coordinating 
Council

Sandi Causey April 3, 2011 $2,000.00

MI Jacqulyn Smart March 20, 2011 $1,000.00

NM Barbara McKee March 27, 2011 $500.00

NC Carolyn Maidon March 27, 2011 $2,700.00

OH Barbara J. Smith July 16, 2011 $900.00

Southeast 
Regional 
Presidents

Libby Watson July 14, 2011 $2,500.00

Total $10,000.00

Cornetet Awards provided through 2011
Seminar Recipients - November 2010

Individual Recipients - September 2010–May2011

Total for September 2010-May 2011 $58,294.00

No region listed means that the recipient is not a 
Society member.

Name State Region Amount

September 2010

Attiah, Darlene IL NE $1,320.00

DeFelix, Geraldine FL SE $500.00

Durham, Leigh Anne TN SE $350.00

Fong, Dr. Grace HI SW $1,100.00

Jones, Louise FL SE $500.00

Myers, Sarah Beth IN NE $550.00

Pyle, Dr. Elizabeth KY SE $1,150.00

Rice, Jeryl NC SE $1,150.00

Richmond, Mary Jo MD NE $400.00

Styers, Maria NC SE $1,150.00

February 2011

Barnard, Susan WI NW $800.00

Bethel, Anna AL SE $1,000.00

Bruce-Akins, Jo B. MS SE $1,000.00

Compton, Martha FL $500.00

Conlon, Khara DE $1,152.00

Duren, Heather GA $1,253.00

Garuckas, Patrice OH $1,182.00

Hall, Dr. Beverly TN SE $1,200.00

Lofstrom, Dr. Marguerite TN SE $2,000.00

Martin, Dr. Marlynn MS SE $1,000.00

Maucione, Lisa MA NE $1,433.00

Mullins, Lisa AR SE $499.00

Pieratt, Diane OH NE $860.00

Rylander, Carole TX SW $1,179.00

Name State Region Amount

Slack, Mark NB, 
Canada

$1,000.00

Stackfleth, Susan TX SW $675.00

Stange, Lisa IA NW $908.00

Stout, Kimberly MT $400.00

Thornhill, Beth Ann  CA SW $565.00

Varano, Kathy PA NE $1,130.00

Wagner, Lynda RI NE $1,000.00

Warren, Elizabeth OR $1,183.00

Weathersby, Pam TX SW $1,000.00

White, Dr. Hilda MS SE $651.00

Wood, Sally OR $1,119.00

 May 2011

Christiansen, Nicole MN $560.00

Conant, Jennifer IL $1,290.00

Fritchie, Valerie IN $1,500.00

Gill, Melody FL SE $500.00

Goodfield, Kelley ME NE $1,370.00

Grammer, Janet TN $1,300.00

Hagen, Ann MN $560.00

Hayes, Lynn CA $1,200.00

Hodges, Dr. Sarah TX SW $1,300.00

Howard, Tammy TN SE $815.00

Hudson, Meri Wyn SC SE $1,000.00

Kocian, Carolyn TX SW $430.00

Lebensohn, Florencia NY $1,000.00

Melis, Rebecca WI $1,000.00

Morgan, Dr. Val TX SW $500.00

Morge, Dr. Shelby NC $1,500.00

Mueller, Lori IA NE $900.00

O’Brien, Mary FL SE $1,500.00

Pettee, Christine CA $1,200.00

Priyadarshane, Anne WI $700.00

Quigley, Marjorie WI $700.00

Staller, Marissa CA $1,300.00

Stanley, Deborah SC SE $1,000.00

Vaughn, Teresa TN $1,210.00

Veth, Laura TX SW $500.00

Wachtel, Jenna Beth CA $600.00
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The ad hoc committee studying the 
feasibility of electronic elections 
for DKG has learned a lot since the 
committee was appointed. Committee 
members have even asked questions 
about all facets of e-voting, the “lingo” 
involved in e-voting, how to evaluate 
vendors and administrative demands.

Society members have asked, 
“When will we be able to vote 
electronically in DKG elections?” The 
answer will be determined by DKG 
members voting at international 
convention meetings. 

The current DKG election 
processes have been adopted by 
convention vote and are outlined in 
the Constitution, Article VI, Section 
D, and Article VIII, Section A and 
Section B, and in the International 
Standing Rules 8.081, 8.082, and 10.22. 
These governing documents must 
be amended to change the existing 
election rules. 

The next time the International 
Standing Rules can be amended is at 
the 2012 International Convention 
in New York City. The next time the 
Constitution can be amended is at the 
international convention in 2014. If 
members vote to change the election 
processes, the earliest possible election 
that can be conducted under new rules 
will be in 2016. 

The ad hoc committee will 
present a full report of its research 
and feasibility study at the 2012 
International Convention. This allows 
members and the Society adequate 
time to prepare and become educated 
about the process and related costs.

A critical part of e-voting will 
be having a current e-mail address 
on file at Society Headquarters for 
all members. This can be done by 
submitting a Change of Address Form 
(includes e-mail address) found on the 
Contact Us page of the Society Web 
site at www.dkg.org. Or, e-mail it to 
Headquarters using the Membership 
Services Department link on the 

Learn about electronic voting
same Web page. Maintaining current 
contact information is helpful to all 
departments in the Society.

Be sure to watch the DKG NEWS 
for further articles about electronic 
voting.  Questions such as the 
following will be addressed:
•	 “What if I don’t use a computer? 

Will I still be able to vote?”
•	 “How will I know my e-mail is 

secure from outside vendors?”
•	 “How can I be sure my vote was 

counted?”
•	 “What about Robert’s Rules 

of Order? How can it be 
accommodated with e-voting?”

Focus on finances 
avoid penalties
This year the IRS will hold 
chapters and state organizations 
accountable for the 990 
reporting. If your gross annual 
receipts are equal to or less 
than $1 million, the penalty is 
$20 per day for each day your 
return (or e-post card) is late or 
incomplete. The penalty may not 
exceed $10,000 or 5% of your 
gross annual receipts, whichever 
is less. Avoid penalties, file by 
November 15.

Become one of the dkgnetwork users. With more than 1,000 members online, 
you might be missing something. Join the conversation.

1.	 Go to www.dkgnetwork.org. 
2.	 Your username is your complete e-mail 

address. (ex. smithsally499@yahoo.com) 
3.	 This e-mail address must match the listing 

in the Society Headquarters database. If 
log in is not successful, an updating may 
be required. 

4.	 Use delta01 (that is delta zero one - no 
spaces) as the default password.  

5.	 After successfully logging in with this 
password, you may change your password. 

6.	 Click on the link (Forgot my password.) 
This will allow you to reset your password.  

7.	 Please be aware that Society Headquarters does not have access to your 
“new” password. 

8.	 Write down your new password and keep it somewhere for future reference. 
If you have difficulty signing in, please contact Virginia Pearson at virginiap@
dkg.org for assistance.

To add an image to your profile 
1.	 Log in to the DKGnetwork. 
2.	 Go to My Page- Edit Profile. 
3.	 On your profile page there is a gray area in the upper left hand corner. Click 

on the link Upload New Photo. 
4.	 Find an image to use from your computer using the browse button. 
5.	 Select the image and click open. This action uploads the photo to the site. 
6.	 Click on submit. 
7.	 You now have a photo in your profile. 

Join the DKG social network
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Alexandra Kavaeva answers questions from Alpha Tau (NC)
chapter members via Skype.

Th e February program for the Alpha 
Tau Chapter of North Carolina 
Eta State Organization tapped into 
the world of technology. Sondra 
Nobles, chapter World Fellowship 
chair, and Linda Little, a member of 
the International World Fellowship 
Committee, partnered to plan an 
informational program. Rather than 
just talking about World Fellowship, 
they decided to have chapter members 
meet a recipient. How to do this? 
Skype of course! 

Contact was made with a recipient 
within the Eastern Standard Time 
Zone to make scheduling easier. 
Alexandra Kuvaeva, a recipient from 
Russia, studying at the University of 
Maryland, agreed to participate. 

Sondra and Alexandra 
brainstormed and created a visual 
presentation which contained 
historical sites from Russia. Chapter 
members learned from Alexandra and 
her educational experiences. Members 
were made aware of how the World 
Fellowship Fund 
off ers opportunities 
to women outside the 
U.S. and Canada to 
study and return to 
their home countries.

Alexandra is 
a vivacious young 
woman working on 
her Master’s degree 
in Education; she 
plans to return to 
Russia to teach using 
best practice skills 
and new pedagogical 
knowledge in her 
classroom. 

Chapter uses Skype to meet a World 
Fellowship Recipient

Skype opens the 
door to the world

During the live “visit,” she 
expressed her appreciation to DKG 
for giving her the opportunity to study 
in the U.S. She says it is making a 
diff erence in how she will teach when 
she returns home.

Chapter members expressed 
their delight in seeing and asking 
questions from such a worthy 
recipient. International World 
Fellowship awards are for non-
member educators and are funded 
by voluntary contributions of DKG 
members. Th is year, the International 
World Fellowship Fund Committee 
presented twenty $4,000 grants (plus 
fi ve extensions) for graduate study 
at universities in Canada and the 
United States. Check out the World 
Fellowship information at www.dkg.
org. Th e World Fellowship Program is 
helping to fulfi ll our vision of “Leading 
Women Educators Impacting 
Education Worldwide.”

Skype, an online collaborative 
communication tool, provides no cost 
web conferencing to individuals. New 
users must create 
an account online 
establishing their 
own username 
and password. 
With the 
account, software 
is downloaded and 
installed. Once the installation is 
complete, log into the account created 
to use Skype. Users only need one 
account. Log in from any computer 
that has Internet capability once the 
small software application is installed. 
Users can chat with other Skype users, 
send fi les and text messages and set up 
small video conference calls. 

Once logged in, members can 
manage their account, add a photo 
and set up privacy limitations. For a 
small fee, users can call a land line or 
a mobile phone from Skype. Skype is 
available for smartphones including 
the iPhone, Andriod and Blackberry.

Nominate a leader for an 
International position

See the Web site for nomination 
forms at www.dkg.org

Always do right.  This will gratify some people and astonish the rest.  
– Mark Twain
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Tornadoes and wind and fl oods, Oh, My!
By Corlea S. Plowman
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dorothy may not be in Kansas 
anymore, but members throughout 
the Southeast Central states (AR, AL, 
LA, MO, MS, TN) have been in the 
land of tornadoes and high winds and 
rising fl ood water. During the budget 
year that began July 1, 2010, we have 
sent $20,000 to 40 members as of 
May 27. Th e number of requests has 
increased recently, so we’re thinking 
people are just now getting things 
together enough to make a request. 

Members have reported special 
eff orts for schools in Joplin, MO, and 
Red Cross eff orts across Alabama. 
Contact information is posted on 
some state organization Web sites 
with links to our Emergency Fund 
page. We publish emergency-related 
links sent to us by members.

 Please remind members living 
in these aff ected areas to request a 
check from the Emergency Fund. 
Forms are online and interactive. 
Th e information may also be sent 
via e-mail if necessary. Include the 
appropriate information. We need 
to know your name and chapter, 
current address (and phone) to send 
a check. Include cause of damage, 
plus brief description of damage. 
Send information to your chapter 
president who will send it to the state 
organization president. Requests 
for Emergency Fund gifts should 
be approved by state organization 
president prior to submission to 
Society Headquarters. For any 
questions please call 512-478-5748 or 
1-888-762-4685. 

According to the Constitution, 
Article IV, Section F., 5. Th e 
International Emergency Fund “shall 
be for assistance to members who 
sustain major losses from fl oods, 
tornadoes, hurricanes, and other 
natural catastrophic disasters.” Current 
gifts are U.S. $500. If a chapter or 
state organization president is without 

electricity or a computer, include her 
name and go to the next step. Most 
checks are sent within two days of 
receipt. Society Headquarters staff  
members work hard to streamline 
this process and respond as quickly as 
possible.

Following Katrina/Rita hurricanes 
and other natural disasters in 2005, 
the Society sent 587 members 
$293,500 from the Emergency Fund. 
Because whole chapters were aff ected 
along the Gulf Coast, International 
dues for chapters identifi ed by 
state organization presidents were 
forgiven. Th ese funds came from 
donations to the Emergency Fund 
which were marked for dues and/
or emergency. Th is special collection 
had to be identifi ed separately from 
the donations designated only for 
the Emergency Fund due to legal, 
accounting and ethical issues with 
collecting money for one thing and 
using it for another. Th is part of the 
Emergency Fund took care of $25,000 
of International dues for members in 
chapters with all members aff ected by 
the hurricanes.

Th en and now, we receive 
heartwarming notes of appreciation… 
• Just knowing that you care makes the 

recovery an easier process. 
• I cannot even begin to express the 

emotion my family and I felt when 
I received $500 from the Delta 
Kappa Gamma Emergency Fund. 
We are still unable to live in our 
house; however, we are fortunate 
to be renting a comfortable home. 
Th e hurricane will forever leave 
its mark on our community and 
in our lives; however, belonging to 
such a wonderful Society is a lasting 
legacy that I hope will continue for 
generations to come.  

• I cannot express fully my gratitude to 
my Delta Kappa Gamma sisters for 
their generosity in my time of need.

It’s what we do—genuine spiritual 
fellowship. 

NAP off ers resources
Th e National Association of 
Parliamentarians (NAP) has 
provided numerous resources for 
the effi  cient conduct of meetings 
for more than 80 years. Th ey are 
widely known as the experts on 
parliamentary procedures.

Th e Delta Kappa Gamma 
Society International has been 
identifi ed as one of 12 outstanding 
leadership groups that share the 
mission and excel in providing 
educational meeting management 
opportunities to members.

Th e NAP Web site provides 
access to supplemental resources 
including innovative 
online resources.  
Th rough the NAP Web 
site, our members will 
have easy access to the 
most current, accurate 
meeting management 
information.

NAP can also 
provide resource speakers 
or exhibitors for workshops.
www.parliamentarians.org

Make a donation 
to the Emergency 
Fund today on the 
DKG Web site
Go to Forms, Contribution 
Forms, Form 43 – online
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Heidelberg features scenic vistas and old 
world history.
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Issue
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This column is submitted on a rotating basis by the Europe regional 
director and the area representatives for Canada and Latin America.
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INTERNATIONAL ■  UPDATE

Baden-Baden ready 
and waiting!
The programme is ready, the 
conference venue is ready, the host 
team is ready – now all that is needed 
is for you to be there.

The programme is fabulous.  From 
the Opening Ceremony through to the 
Farewell Luncheon, there is a variety 
to appeal to everyone.  From regional 
dancing, a speciality buffet, and 
demonstrations of how straw shoes are 
made at Black Forest Night, the tempo 
changes on Thursday morning for 
Educational Focus Day.  

On Thursday afternoon, the 
Mayor of Baden-Baden invites you 
to a special reception, then you can 
tour the town before arriving at the 
Kurhaus (right next to the famous 

Casino) for the Night on the Town, 
where musical entertainment will add 
to the pleasure of your evening meal.  

Friday begins with a presentation 
about ‘The Language Plaza’ – an 
innovative language programme from 
Iceland.  We change gear at lunchtime, 
taking boxed lunches with us to 
Strasbourg to tour the Parliament 
Quarter and the highlights of the city.  
In the evening, the banquet in Bühl 
will be a night to remember, with 
musical entertainment rounding off 
the proceedings.

The European Forum meets on 
Saturday morning, followed by an 
up-to-the minute keynote speech from 
Prof. Dr. Pfeiffer about the impact of 
electronic media on school attainment.  
Time for questions has been built into 
the programme so that you can pursue 
the aspects which are of interest.

Add to this a first-rate choice of 
workshops, visual inspiration from 
the artistic talent of DKG members 
from European states, the InfoFair and 
Market Place, a landscape of vineyards 
on the rising ground of the Black 
Forest, time to spend with friends old 
and new, tours to explore the delights 
of the region…. .  The message from 
Europe is – ‘See you in Baden-Baden’.

W e  h a v e  n o t i c e d  t h a t  a  n e w 
o r i e n t a t i o n  p r o g r a m  i s  b e i n g 
a d v e r t i s e d .   W e  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y 
s u c c e s s f u l  w i t h  o u r  o r i e n t a t i o n 
f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  a n d  w o n d e r  w h y 
w e  s h o u l d  c h a n g e ?

Congratulations! Maybe you don’t 
need to change a thing.  But we 
have done some research about our 
initiates and we have learned some 
uncomfortable truths.  We lose 
new members in about the same 
percentages that new teachers leave the 
profession, an alarming statistic!  

In looking at possible reasons for 
this loss, we examined the preparation 
that we give invitees for making the 
decision to join DKG or decline the 
invitation.  Unfortunately, in too many 
cases, the invitee is “trapped” into 
initiation because the orientation is 
given right before the ceremony.  

In other cases, the orientation 
is based on history and tradition 
and does not look at current 
opportunities of membership.  Even 

more discouraging, in some cases, 
there is no orientation at all.  Pride in 
the Big Picture was designed to focus 
on what is attractive about Society 
membership but, also, to present a 
balanced, truthful picture of what we 
stand for and what the responsibilities 
of membership in DKG are.

Orientation should be held 
weeks/days prior to initiation so that 
a candidate has time to gracefully 
withdraw if the invitation is not 
appropriate for her at this time.  She 
leaves the orientation fully informed 
about what the Society offers her and 
what she can offer to the Society.  An 
informed, prepared candidate has the 
potential to become a dedicated long-
term member


