Paying Our International Dues:  What a Bargain!
Facing the Future – The International Finance Committee Proposes Dues Increase

A letter to members from the 2008-2010 Administrative Board
Dear Colleagues, 
For more than 75 years, The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International has provided a voice for women throughout the world. As of March 8, we installed our 16th member country in Tallinn, Estonia.  Now with the collective strength of approximately 115,000 members, the Society truly makes a difference in the lives of women educators and schools around the world.
We are proud that our efforts have led to the recognition and advancement of women, and we value the opportunity to serve a growing audience of members.  However, our growth has meant an expansion in the number and types of benefits and services we provide, and an increasing demand on the Society’s resources.  
We have tried to do more with less by reducing staff and related expenses, renegotiating service contracts, increasing non-dues revenue, and a host of other cost-cutting and revenue-generating activities.  Finally, after an extensive review of the Society’s budget and a recommendation by an independent auditor, the International Finance Committee was left with the option to propose an increase in the international portion of member dues from $20 to $40.
We understand that this new rate represents a significant increase for our members, and so the decision to recommend a dues increase came after many hours of deliberation and years of cost-cutting.  Yet we believe that by improving the financial health of the organization, the Society will have the resources and tools necessary to provide a strong international voice, continue to offer an array of member services and explore new ways to exchange information, ideas and innovations within the educational community.  
We look forward to showing you how membership in the Society – which falls significantly below the average dues rate of $61 for professional organizations – is by far the best value of any comparable individual association.
If you have any questions on this or any other aspect of your membership, please visit or contact any member of the Administrative Board or the Professional Staff at headquarters.  We are here to answer your questions and provide any information you need to renew your commitment to the Society.
We look forward to your continued partnership with The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International.  
Sincerely,
Dr. Barbara Day, President	Lorraine M. Sawyer, Southwest Regional Director
Dr. Carolyn Rants, 1st Vice-President	Jacklynn R. Cuppy, Immediate Past President	
Dr. Nancy L. Noll, 2nd Vice-President	Dr. Beverly Helms, Member-at-Large (2004-2008)
Corlea S. Plowman, Executive Coordinator         	Dr. Helen Popovich, Member-at-Large (2006-2010)
Drs. Trijny S. du Moulin, Europe Regional Director	Sheila J. MacKay, Area Representative (Canada)
Laura E. Drake, Northeast Regional Director	Maria Elena Alcala, Area Representative (Latin America)
Rose Ann Moore, Northwest Regional Director	Jean Gray, Parliamentarian
Dr. Jensi Souders, Southeast Regional Director



Paying Our Dues: What a Bargain! 

$40 will buy ONE of the following			

• a pair of shoes on sale
• a tank of gas for a compact car
• dinner for two at a medium-priced restaurant
• a carton of cigarettes
• a bottle of foundation make-up
• ½ bottle of perfume
• a manicure and pedicure (no tip)

You can receive ALL of the following for the same price	

The opportunity to:

meet and network with key women educators from across the country and throughout the world
share a passion for excellence with other educators
mentor new professionals
participate in projects to promote peace and make worldwide improvements for women and children
develop personal and professional leadership abilities
address educational issues through the legislative process
learn about current and cutting edge educational practices
receive discounts through partnerships
present academic and practical issues to a supportive audience
share in conferences and conventions to grow personally and professionally
know and associate with outstanding people in all levels and all fields of education
receive leadership training and practice
move into a new community and already have a circle of friends
change your life while touching the lives of others–PRICELESS

This is part of the recommendation for the dues increase.
