


Could You Be A Founder?

On May 11, 1929, Annie Webb Blanton led in the founding of what is now, The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International.  

There were twelve women educators selected as Founders.  Could you be a Founder? Please raise your hand (or stand) if you can say yes to any of these questions.

I

Do you love to read mysteries?

Are you active in a professional teachers’ organization?

Do you teach in a rural school district?

Are you a twin?

II

Do you reside on the coast?

Are you an elementary principal?

Do you participate in a state retirement system?

Are you the legislative chairman of your chapter or state?

III

Do you belong to a local civic women’s group?

Are you noted for detailed planning?

Do you enjoy entertaining?

Are you an avid reader of histories?

IV

Do you teach on the elementary level?

Are you a bridge player or some other card game?

Do you work with other elementary principals?

Are you a member of the parent/teacher organization?

V


Do you teach physical education or coach?

Are you a college professor?

Do you teach Health?

Are you a pianist?

VI
Do you teach math?

Are you the treasure of your chapter or state?

Do you teach at the middle school?

Are you a world-wide traveler?

VII

Do you like languages?

Are you a tennis player?

Do you like to draw?

Are you from a family of teachers?
VIII

Do enjoy yard work?

Are you a piano teacher?

Do you teacher kinder or first grade?

Are you a psychologist or counselor?

IX

Do you have an interest in folklore?

Are you a high school teacher?

Do you teach a foreign language?

Are you or have you been a chapter president?

X


Do you like to write?

Are you a reading teacher?

Do you like to travel?

Are you a supervisor of teachers?
XI

Do you substitute?

Are you a baseball fan?
Do you like wildflowers?
Are you a junior high teacher?

XII

Do you teach speech?

Are you active in community affairs?

Do you strive to improve teaching 

methods and conditions?

Are you or have you been the president
    
of a teachers’ organization?
Yes, you could be a Founder!

Facts on Founders
I

Annie Webb Blanton became the first woman president of the Texas State Teachers Association and in 1912 the first woman elected to public office in Texas.  During her two-year terms as State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Dr. Blanton was instrumental in passing the Better Schools Amendment to the Texas Constitution, establishing a free textbook policy; and increasing public school teachers’ salaries by an average of 54 percent.  She enjoyed reading mysteries.  She had a twin sister who died at a young age.

II

Mamie Sue Bastian worked hard and successfully to establish a teacher retirement system in Texas.  Her legislative skill prompted her to spend time persuading committees to approve educational bills and promoting their passage. 

III

Ruby Cole worked for better schools and for teacher welfare through committee efforts of the State Texas Teachers Association and through the legislative committees of Delta Kappa Gamma and of elementary principals. She was also concerned about preserving history?

IV

Mabel Grizzard, named First Lady of the Year in her hometown, worked tirelessly in her community for youth and for civic improvement.  She enjoyed bridge and other card games.
V.

 Anna Hiss served as chairman of the Society’s Committee of Equal Opportunities for Women Teachers. She organized the State Association of the athletic Foundation of College Women and the State Association of Physical Education for College Women. She led in the developing the Inter-American and International Relations program for Health, Physical Education and Recreation.  In 1949 she co-chaired the International Congress of Physical Education for Girls and Women in Copenhagen, Denmark.  She was an accomplished pianist.

VI

Ray King, the first Society treasure, also served on Society Legislation and Equal Opportunity for Women Teachers Committees.  She taught history and enjoyed traveling.

VII 

Sue King, sister or Ray, was a history teacher and a department chairman.  Early death robbed her of her plans to write illustrated children’s books.

VIII
Helen Koch, after leaving the University of Texas to become celebrated researcher, professor of children psychology and director of the University of Chicago Nursery School, was twice an exchange professor at the Johann Goethe University at Frankfurt.  While there she gave lectures through out Europe.  Delta Kappa Gamma members contributed case studies for her research of twins.  Her dream was of an international Society.  She enjoyed working in her garden. She was also a piano teacher.
IX

Ruby Terrill Lomax influence was felt as a Latin teacher at Dallas High School for nine years and Dean of Women and professor of classical languages both at East Texas State Teachers College and the University of Texas.  With her marriage to Professor John Lomax, she shared his interest in folklore.

X

Cora Martin produced a series of five Real Life Readers based on meaningful content for children.  Dr. Martin was professor of elementary education at the University of Texas.  She was a delegate to the Mid-Century White House Conference for Children and Youth as well as a charter member of the United States Committee of the World Organization for Early Childhood Education. 

XI

Lalla Odom helped break barriers of discrimination against married teachers when she refused to accept a position in the Austin schools, after a year of successful teaching, as a substitute (the policy) rather than holder of a regular contract.  Because of her refusal to accept discrimination, the policy was overturned.  Legislation was for her a major concern. She enjoyed baseball and springtime wildflowers.

XII

Lela Lee Williams, an elementary school director of auditorium activities, complied the widely read Auditorium Activities, Volume I.  Lela Lee served as the first president of the Dallas Grade Teachers Association.  Her rallying the women teachers in Dallas to march resulted in higher salaries. She was a speech teacher as well.

Each of these ladies was teachers.  They had varied interests but one vocational love—teaching.  They, like you, were Key Women Teachers dedicated to their craft.  They had a passion for learning and knowledge.  They were supportive of one another and forward looking.  They were as we are….
Women teachers, to the calling

Firmly rally, never falling,

Duty ne’er upon us palling,

Staunch, courageous we!

Loyalty and trust e’re heeding,

Mindful of our sisters needing,

Aid and guidance from those leading,

Helpful may we be!


To Delta Kappa Gamma


Faith we pledge forever!


Hand in hand, our loyal band,


Forward moving ever!


Onward! ‘Tis our sisters need us,


Courage, Faith, and Honor lead us!


Wrongs in truth and justice heed us!


Firmly shall we stand!

Guardians of the faith yet sleeping

For our sisters watch e’re keeping

Deeds of others now we’re reaping,

We for others stand!

To us pioneers have given:

We return their gifts to Heaven;

Work for others is the leaven

That inspires our banc!


Oh, Delta Kappa Gamma


In thy fold we gather!


Unity and Liberty


Shall be our watchwords ever.


Education e’re we’ll further,


Each is bound to each as brother.


With this faith in one another


We shall win, for aye!




--Annie Webb Blanton





Cora M. Martin

*Special thanks to Dr. Peggy Guthrie of Oklahoma who asked “Could You Be A Founder?” at the Southwest Regional Conference in San Antonio, 2005.  What a wonderful idea!

Facts were from Volume I of Our Heritage.
The program may vary in length depending on the number of questions asked.  These can relate to the chapter/chapters present.  The biographical information of each Founder may be placed through out the program or following the last set of questions.  

The Delta Kappa Gamma Song is impressive if spoken, but may be sung as well.

Feel free to use this idea and these words (as is or translated) in any Delta Kappa Gamma program.

Gladys Jane Brainard, Kappa 
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