
Delta Kappa Gamma promotes professional and personal 
growth of women educators and excellence in education.
Visit our Web site at www.dkg.org for the latest news and information

New York City, THE City, the Big 
Apple, beckons members to the 2012 
International Convention July 24-28. 
Plan to attend this convention that 
will be filled with information, ideas 
and networking 
opportunities… 
AND enjoy THE 
City at the same 
time! 

Dr. Jensi 
Souders, 
international 
president, and 
members of Pi 
State (New York) 
Organization are 
making big plans for 
Society members 
to have the best 
entertainment, 
useful materials and outstanding 
speakers. Convention Hotel 
reservations will open December 1, 
2011, online at the Sheraton Hotel 

 An active 
member of Delta 
Kappa Gamma 
for 51 years, she 
was a member of 
Beta Chapter in 
South Carolina, 
where she 
encouraged, 
mentored and 
supported 

countless 
educators into the 
Society.

Dr. Matthews served Alpha Eta 
state organization (SC) as president 
with grace and dedication and 
rendered distinguished service to the 
Society, especially as international 
president 1992-1994. She modeled 
teamwork as a committee member 
and chair. She stimulated, led others 
and encouraged Society expansion 

by helping to organize new chapters. 
Her state organization recognized 
her dedicated service with its own 
achievement award.

Dr. Matthews attended the 1981 
Leadership/Management Seminar 
at Baylor University and served as 
chair or member of five International 
Committees. She served on the 
Delta Kappa Gamma Educational 
Foundation Board of Trustees, on the 
Administrative Board for six years and 
on the International Executive Board 
for six years, first as state organization 
president and later as international 
first vice president and president. 

During her presidential biennium, 
she was an ex officio, voting member 
on 23 committees and four boards. 

Dr. Matthews was international 
president during the Society’s peak 
membership, over 165,000 members 
in more than 3,000 chapters. 
She planned and presided at an 
international convention in 1994 that 
set a record attendance of more than 
3,000 participants. She challenged 
members to Dream, Dare, Do, and 

International president remembered
Dr. Ruby A. Matthews, the 
sixty-third recipient of the 
International Achievement 
Award, inspired members.

Attend the 2012 
convention in NYC

INTERNATIONAL ■  CONVENTION

Dr. Ruby 
Matthews served 
as International 
President 1992-1994. The Sheraton 

Hotel and Towers 
on 7th Ave will 
be the site of the 
2012 International 
Convention.
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“I wish all members could feel the 
same pride and devotion to DKG as 
I do. Someone, way back in 1948, 
felt I was a good teacher—enough 
to present my name as a prospective 
member. I could never not live up to 
that confidence in me.”

Dr. Marion B. Thorpe, Alpha 
Chapter, Vermont

A few months ago, I said that we 
need to tell our stories, about students 
and teachers we have had and how 
they influenced our lives, and we, 
theirs. Pride in our profession and in 
our personal careers as educators—
those are the stories that are being sent 
to me via emails or letters.

The above quote, from a 63-year 
member who received an honorary 
Doctorate of Humane Letters from 
the University of Vermont last May, 
at age 95, is an eloquent statement of 
pride in membership. Dr. Thorpe’s 
letter reinforces that we need to 
be more public about our pride in 
DKG membership, through elevator 
speeches, talks with prospective 
members and colleagues, and 
conversations in our communities. 

Our new orientation and 
reorientation materials are named 
Pride in the Big Picture and Sustaining 
Pride in the Big Picture for very good 
reasons. How can we not be proud of 
our membership when we look at the 
myriad ways we further educational 
excellence worldwide, both as leading 
women educators in our field and as 
a Society? How can we not be proud 
of the benefits and opportunities for 
members, especially during this time 
when members across the Society 
are receiving Emergency Fund 
checks because of personal loss due 
to flooding, wild fires, earthquakes, 
tornadoes and hurricanes?

We can take pride in the 
enormous strides forward our 
organization is taking, in realizing our 
vision of a global impact on education: 
support of early-career educators, 
donations to UNICEF’s Schools for 
Africa project, teaching teachers in 
other countries better ways to teach 
English to their students, support for 
local women’s shelters, school supplies 
for needy children, donated books to 
hospital and doctors’ office waiting 
rooms, and so many more worthwhile 
efforts. Chapters in the Four Rivers 
Coordinating Council in Missouri 
even received a full-page write-up, 
with four large, color pictures, in The 
Missourian newspaper. The headline 
read, “Learning and Giving: Local 
Educators in Delta Kappa Gamma 
Chapters Support Their Communities 
and Each Other.”

Every time I read an Educational 
Foundation project grant application, 
every time I learn of another way 
chapters are supporting early-career 
educators, every time I receive a letter, 
email, or media clipping, I renew 
my pride in our Society and in my 
membership.

I am asking our newer members, 
one to five years in the Society, to 
make a one-minute video of why 
they take pride in their membership, 
put it on a DVD, and send to me for 
possible showing at the international 
convention next summer. Include 
name, chapter, and geographic state 
organization separately from the video 
in the mailing. Send to me by January 
15, 2012.

Why are you proud to be a Delta 
Kappa Gamma member? Have you 
thought about why you remain a 
member? Have you enunciated this to 
your family, your colleagues, others, 
or do you take your membership for 
granted and remain silent? 

To paraphrase the children’s song 
many of us learned, I’m not hiding the 
light of my pride in membership under 
a bushel. No, I am telling who we are 
and what we do to all I encounter.  
Are you? 

Hide it under a bushel? No!
Embracing Our Vision  Designing Our Future

By Dr. Jensi P. Souders
2010-2012 INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT
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motivated others by setting the 
example for action.

Her professional career began 
in the 1940s and demonstrated her 
ability to lead with understanding 
and empathy. She retired in 1988 as 
professor of education and director 
of teacher training at Baptist College. 
As a member of South Carolina’s 
board of education, she chaired 
the Curriculum and Instructional 
Materials Committee and the Teacher 
Recruitment and Certification 
Committee. 

Dr. Jensi Souders, international 
president, said “Dr. Ruby Matthews 
was a model leader. Her enduring 
enthusiasm, poise and humor inspired  
all. She led with dignity and grace. 
She knew how to say no in the softest, 
loveliest accent, with a smile that made 
you want to thank her for turning  
you down.”

Dr. Matthews was a wife, mother 
and grandmother. A resident of 
Hanahan, South Carolina, she was 
born in Lamar, South Carolina. 
She passed away September 15, 
2011. Services were held Monday, 
September 19. Donations may be 
made to Beta Chapter “Grant in 
Aid” Fund for Female Educators (in 
care of Pat Gibson, 366 Betsy Road, 
Charleston, SC 29407).

December 1-Golden Gift Fund Special Stipend 
Application

December 1-Golden Gift Fund Leadership/
Management Seminar 
Application

DEADLINES January 3-Educational Foundation Project 
Application

February 1-Scholarship Application
February 1-Lucile Cornetet Award for Professional 

Development Application
February 15-Convention Breakout/Workshop 

Applications

Recipients of World Fellowship announced
The International World Fellowship Committee announces the 2011-2012 
recipients of the U.S. $4,000 grants for graduate study at universities in Canada 
and the United States. Below is each recipient’s name, home country, major area 
of study and university.
Recipients
•	 Cinthia Josette Arevalo, Ecuador, Public 

Policy, George Washington University
•	 Yuliana Astuti, Indonesia, Stem Cell 

Biology, University of Minnesota
•	 Rubenia Borge, Nicaragua, Computer 

Science, University of Nebraska
•	 Oyunsuren Damdinsuren, Mongolia, 

International Relations, Texas A&M 
University

•	 Maria Egusquiza, Peru, Law, 
Georgetown University

•	 Catalina Gomez Sanchez, Colombia, 
Theoretical High Energy Physics, 
University of Toronto

•	 Maria Pia Gomez Laich, Argentina, 
Teaching English as a Second Language, 
Pennsylvania State University

•	 Fatima Hashmi, Pakistan, 
Environmental Management, Duke 
University

•	 Sukanya Hazarika, India, Law, Harvard 
University

•	 Fainmarinat Inabuy, Indonesia, Biology, 
Washington State University

•	 Maria Ishaq, Pakistan, Educational 
Administrative and Policy Studies, 
State University of New York

•	 Michelle Joubert, South Africa, 
Teaching English to Students of Other 
Languages, American University

•	 Akua Karikari, Ghana, Neuroscience, 
University of Montana

•	 Ganna Kokoza, Ukraine, Education, 
Iowa State University

•	 Salima Meherali, Pakistan, Nursing, 
University of Alberta

•	 Maria Paloma Navas Gutierrez, Spain, 
Health Policy and Management, Johns 
Hopkins University

•	 Zilahatou Tohon, Niger, Public Health 
and Epidemiology, University of 
Kentucky

•	 Yenny, Indonesia, Curriculum and 
Instruction, University of Illinois

•	 Weeda Zabih, Afghanistan, Maternal 
and Child Health, University of North 
Carolina

•	 Noemi Zapata, Chile, Education, 
University of Pennsylvania

Extensions
•	 Fatima Al Sayah, Lebanon, Nursing, 

University of Alberta
•	 Maria Chaparro, Colombia, 

Developmental Psychology, University 
of Toronto

•	 Karen Cresci, Argentina, Comparative 
Literature, New York University

•	 Magdaleen Corne Lotter, South Africa, 
Education, Michigan State University

•	 Trang Nguyen, Vietnam, Special 
Education, University of Oregon

•	 Janet Okoko, Kenya, Educational 
Leadership, University of Calgary

•	 Edna Pierre, Haiti, Public Health, 
Tulane University

•	 Emily Sanchez Salcedo, Philippines, 
Law, Indiana University

•	 Witriani Soegijardjo, Indonesia, 
Educational Psychology, University of 
Missouri at Columbia

•	 Ana Williams, Nicaragua, Public 
Health, University of Illinois at Chicago

•	 Yulianti, Indonesia, Public Affairs, 
Indiana University

Tech Tip
Dropbox (www.dropbox.com), a 
free online application, provides 
free storage out in the cloud. Store  
documents, presentations and images. 

If one uses this kind of storage, 
freedom from thumb drives and 
statements like, “I wish I could share 
that but it’s on my home computer,” 
disappear. With an account, the new 
user can invite others to join. When 
invitations are accepted, the user 
issuing the invitation earns additional 
free space. The maximum free space 
provided currently is 8 MB.

MATTHEWS 
From Page 1
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and Towers on 7th Avenue in the 
heart of Manhattan between Central 
Park and Times Square. A link on 
the Society website will facilitate 
making hotel reservations. Convention 
registration begins in January.

Souders is scheduling speakers, 
general meetings, breakout sessions 
and some afternoon free time. A draft 
Schedule-At-A-Glance is online on 
the convention page of the Society 
website, that links from the Home 
Page. Complete a Breakout Session 
Application to be one of 60 to 90 
workshop presenters during the 
convention. Find the application on 
the Society website on the convention 
page; deadline is February 15. 
Breakout sessions are one hour and 
scheduled during five different times 
at the convention. A longer time for 
breakouts requiring extra time is also 
planned.

Once the breakouts are 
determined, summaries of sessions 
will be online to facilitate participants’ 
choices. As presenters share their 
handouts or other materials, these will 
also be available on the website at the 
end of the convention. Gather chapter 
members and start mapping out all 
there is to do. 

Opening Night speaker, Tori 
Murdock McClure, president of 
Spalding College in Louisville, KY, 
will set the pace for the event, as she 
shares experiences and challenges 
the audience to Dare Mighty Things. 
The first woman to row across the 
Atlantic Ocean, McClure documented 
her adventures in A Pearl in the 
Storm. Candice Bergen  said, “Tori 
Murden McClure is one of the most 
remarkable women I have ever met; 
her journey across the ocean is equal 
only to her journey of the heart. This 
is a story of courage, adventure, and 
personal discovery that will appeal to 
women--and men of all ages.” 

McClure holds a Bachelor of 
Arts from Smith College, a Master of 

Divinity from Harvard University and 
her juris doctorate from the University 
of Louisville’s Louis D. Brandeis 
School of Law. She also earned a 
Master of Fine Arts in writing from 
Spalding University. She is involved 
in community leadership and serves 
on several Boards of Directors in the 
Louisville area. 

New York Night will follow 
McClure’s keynote address. Pi State 
Organization members are promising 
special treats from the United Nations 
to China Town. 

From ball games and theatre to 
great shops and fantastic restaurants, 
something in New York City will 
appeal to everyone. From keynote 
speakers and breakout sessions 
to celebrations and installation of 

Tori Murden McClure speaks at the 
opening event. Don’t miss it. 
2012-2014 officers, something in the 
Convention will appeal to everyone.

As Frank Sinatra sang, “New York, 
New York, it’s a wonderful town” Dr. 
Souders says, “Join us at the Sheraton 
in New York City to experience a 
Wonderful Convention!”

CONVENTION From Page 1

Seminar offers capital experience
Washington, D.C., home of 
the United States Capitol, the 
Smithsonian museums, historical 
monuments, National Archives 
and many embassies, offers you A 
Capital Experience when you attend 
the Educational Foundation’s 2012 
Seminar in Purposeful Living July 19-
22, 2012. 

From a tour of the U.S. Capitol to 
Arlington National Cemetery, from 
National Cathedral to illuminated 
monuments at night, there will be 
something for everyone. Washington 
will offer choices of touring Mount 
Vernon, visiting the Smithsonian 
museums, and free time for doing 

what you wish. 
Participants will stay at a hotel in 

Crystal City, just across the Potomac 
River from the District of Columbia, 
with a Metro stop, shopping and 
restaurants located nearby.

Seminar chair Rena Kearney 
(ME) says, “The seminar will offer  
opportunities for activities of your 
choosing. A visit to Arlington 
National Cemetery to see the changing 
of the guard and a tour of the 
lighted monuments at night will be 
enlightening. You won’t want to miss 
it! There will be plenty of time to learn 
and enjoy the U.S. capital city during 
the summer.”

Registration for the 2012 Seminar 
in Purposeful Living will be included 
in the January/February NEWS and 
online in January.

Make plans now to come to 
Washington, D.C., for A Capital 
Experience. Washington lures you 
July 19-22, 2012. Reserve the dates 
now! Be counted, space is limited. 
Hotel information will be sent with 
registration verification.Washington, D.C., will host the Seminar 

in Purposeful Living.
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Finance Committee works diligently

Buzz, buzz, buzz — 
share stories

Adjusted waistbands, adjusted goals, 
adjusted budgets… Like many other 
items, the Society’s biennial budget 
undergoes adjustment each year. 
When the International Finance 
Committee met at the end of August, 
members reviewed revenue and 
expenditures for 2010-2011 and made  
recommendations for adjustment up 
and/or down due to infl ation or other 
changes during the year. 

Tightening areas when possible, 
discussing electronic contacts versus 
hard copies, and examining each 
line item, committee members work 
to be as frugal as possible. Th eir 
recommended adjustments for 
2011-2012 have been approved by 
the International Executive Board. 
Finance Chair Madaline Lapp (OR) 
said, “We keep an eye on the revenues 
and expenditures all year, so we have 
no surprises. Our committee is very 
diligent in its work.”

Taking care of the budget is part 
of the work of the committee. In 
addition to reviewing and adjusting 
the budget for 2011-2012, 
committee members
•	prepared “Focus on Finance” topics 

for coming year, 
•	began preparation of the committee 

biennial report for the 2012 
International Convention,

•	 reviewed maintenance needs of the 
Headquarters Building,

•	 reviewed the investment policy,
•	 reviewed Treasurer Training sessions 

and Info Fair displays 
•	 reviewed workshops the committee 

members were involved in at the 
regional conferences during the 
summer,

•	 reviewed the audit report of the 
Society Funds,

•	 reviewed and recommended changes 
in both the Chapter and State 
Organization Finance Chair biennial 
report forms,

•	 started work on presentations for 
the 2012 Convention and

•	made plans for online “Go to 
Meeting” sessions to continue the 
work during the year.

Th e committee will continue 
to monitor budget expenditures 
throughout the 2011-2012 fi scal  
year and to refi ne reports and 
prepare presentations for the 2012 
International Convention.

Delta Kappa Gamma
Scholarships

$6000 Available
for Graduate Study

Apply Today
Forms at www.dkg.org

Deadline 2/1/2012

Do you enjoy receiving Broadcasting 
the Buzz? Th e International 
Communications and Publicity 
Committee is soliciting ideas that 
have worked for chapters or state 
organizations. Th e information can 
be shared across the membership. To 
share a tip in Broadcasting the Buzz, 
please send to committee chair Joanne 
Davis at joannedavis209@gmail.com 

Th e committee would like to 
spotlight outstanding programs that 
promote early-career education and 
chapter projects that support Schools 
for Africa. Send information to Joanne 
Davis at the above email address.

Membership recruitment, 
retention and reinstatement ideas 
are two other areas that would make 
excellent articles.  If your chapter has 
had success, please share it.   

Th e Buzz is intended to off er 
tips and to spark possibilities for the 
membership as we work together to 
keep spreading the news.

Go-To Guide helps chapters understand 
Society business
Do you need information about the 
Society?  A new Society handbook 
called the Go-To Guide will be 
available Spring 2012.  

Th is publication is for you, the 
member, to help understand the 
business of the Society at the chapter 
level. Information is presented in an 
easy-to-read format so that you can 
quickly fi nd answers to questions. 
Topics pertain to the chapter level and 
include information about chapter 
rules, records, protocol, parliamentary 
procedure, committees, membership 
classifi cation, orientation, initiation 
and more. 

Th e Go-To Guide is a supplement 
to, not a substitute for the Constitution 
and International Standing Rules.  It is 
an offi  cial DKG document, meaning 
it has gone through an approval 
process validating its accuracy. It 
lists governing documents, other 
offi  cial publications of the Society, 
and sources outside the Society used 
as references. Appendices provide 
documents or sample forms that might 
be useful in doing chapter business. 

Chapter presidents will receive 
an order form with an up-coming 
President’s Page. Th e cost will be $3.00 
and will be available through the DKG 
website and the Amazon Kindle. 
Order early for a fi rst copy.
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Second international project recommendation 
planned for July 2012 proposal
Support for Early-career Educators  
(SECE) has been received so positively 
by members across the Society that 
the committee decided at its August  
meeting to propose that the 2012 
International Convention adopt this 
focus as an offi  cial DKG project. In 
conjunction with Schools for Africa 
(SFA), this project will encourage 
members at the chapter level to use 
not only their fi nancial resources, but 
also their time and expertise to impact 
education worldwide. 

Responding to comments 
and recommendations from state 
organization chairs, the committee 
revised the state organization and 
chapter biennial report forms 
and developed a plan to share the 
information gathered from these 
forms at a breakout session at the 
international convention. Join the 
committee members at this insightful 
session in New York City. 

Th e committee updated its 
Strategic Action Plan. In addition 
to promoting the Schools for Africa 
project and Support for Early-career 
Educators initiative, committee 
members determined ways to promote 
more fully all goals: To encourage 

programs and activities that focus 
on educational excellence, increase 
members’ personal and professional 
pride, promote the DKG/UN 
relationship, increase members’ global 
awareness, and impact educational law 
and policy. 

Th e committee celebrated several 
accomplishments: 
•	Th e EEC workshops and Info Fair 

displays at regional conferences were 
well received. Program and activity 
ideas are posted on the website.  

•	 Issues of the Schools for Africa 
Newsette appear monthly on the 
international website. 

•	Both blogs (SFA and SECE) and 
various educational excellence 
groups, are active entities on the 
DKG Network. 

•	Feedback from state organization 
chairs indicates strong chapter-level 
support for Schools for Africa and 
involvement in Support for Early-
career Educators. 

Members welcomed Nita Scott 
as their new ex offi  cio member and 
liaison to Headquarters and thanked 
Sandra Bull for her invaluable help, 
and for attending the meeting to 
facilitate the transition.

Have you used the Pride in the Big 
Picture Orientation materials? How 
about the Sustaining Pride in the Big 
Picture Reorientation materials? 

State organizations and chapters 
that have used the materials report 
exciting results. Developed by the 
International Membership Committee 
(IMC), the materials were introduced 
at regional conferences during pre-
conference training. State organization 
presidents and membership chairs 
participated in a mock orientation and 
received the materials.

One chapter recently used the 
Pride in the Big Picture Orientation 
materials with a group of 14; 
subsequently 12 will be joining. 
Another chapter provided a lunch 
for interested 
teachers during 
its fall workshop 
week. While 
the teachers 
ate lunch, 
DKG members 
provided the 
orientation, again with great results. 
Prospective members who are part 
of a comprehensive orientation know 
what they are committing to when 
they agree to join DKG. “With this 
knowledge, they will be stronger and 
more active members,” Dr. Hannah 
Fowler, IMC chair, says.

Th is spring and summer the 
committee plans to unveil a new guide 
for chapter membership chairs and  
updated Ceremonies book. A sample is 
the contemporary initiation ceremony. 
Check the DKG website under 
Membership Resources for a copy. 
While online, read the Membership 
Memos distributed by the IMC. 
Th ese cover critical topics related to 
membership and are a resource of 
valuable information for chapters and 
state organizations. 

Membership is on the move! Be a 
part of the momentum. 

Membership moves 
forward

Does your chapter have an early-career-educator 
project that needs funding?

Can you help to prevent all types of bullying?

Does your project need funding?

Project Awards

January 3, 2012 deadline

“I talked with the photographer last night, and she was so excited with all of her new 
materials and what she had accomplished in the schools on day one of the project.”

Kathy Martel, Alpha Rho state organization, Oregon, concerning the Loving Lens Project

The Delta Kappa Gamma Educational Foundation

www.educatoredge.org                                                                                    www.dkg.org

An Orientation Guide for 
Chapter Membership Teams

Pride in the Big Picture
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From fl ash fl oods to wild fi res, weather 
and people have matched wits recently. 
Members have kept the emails fi lled 
with news about those in areas aff ected 
by extreme weather conditions or 
with questions about how friends are 
doing. State organization presidents 
have checked with chapters to verify 
situations and members’ health and 
well-being.

From July 1 through September of 
this year, the Society Emergency Fund 
has sent $500 checks to 54 members 
suff ering major losses due to natural 
disasters. From a hole knocked in a 
roof by a tree to 12 inches of water 
in the house, from windows blown 
out to week-long power outages with 
sewer backups, the requests have come 
to Society Headquarters. We are 
proud to say that requests are usually 
processed and checks mailed within 
two days.

Th e state organization 
president needs a current address 
for the member to receive a check if 
conditions have forced her to evacuate 
her home. A detailed list of the losses 
or damages is not necessary, just send 
the description of the situation that 
makes it a natural disaster and a major 
loss. If you are uncertain about what 
qualifi es for an Emergency Fund 
check, call us and ask. It’s a simple 
procedure with about a half page of 
information, including name, current 
address, and nature and cause of 
damage. 

Th is summer during the regional 
conferences, members gave more than 
$35,000 to the fund. Th is generosity 
continues to make possible comments 
from members like this one sent from 
North Carolina recently: 

When I contributed to the fund in 
the past, I never considered that I might 

Emergency Fund lifts spirits
one day be a recipient. It lifts my spirits 
to feel a solidarity with sisters around the 
world.

Makes me proud! Hope you feel 
the same.

Beginning July 1 the Emergency 
Fund and other Society funds changed 
to the 501 (c) 3 umbrella of the DKG 
Supporting Corporation. Th is means 
that donations to those funds are tax 
deductible under U.S. tax laws. Funds 
that are tax deductible are
•	Educators Award Fund
•	Emergency Fund
•	ETH Leadership Fund
•	Golden Gift Fund
•	 International Speakers Fund
•	Loretta Halek Memorial Fund
•	Scholarship Fund
•	World Fellowship Fund

We are very pleased that all this 
paperwork, planning and fi ling was 
approved, and we can off er this tax 
deduction benefi t to members. I am 
working with Canadian members 
to extend the tax deduction to 
Canadian members also. I wish taxes 
and deductions and money systems 
were more universal, so we would 
have similar benefi ts throughout our 
membership.

As I write this, the fi res in my 
area of Texas are “contained.” Fear 
of more fi re stays with us due to 
dry conditions, wind and careless 
people. Rain seems to be attracted to 
the same areas already saturated, so 
sliding foundations and heavy seepage 
still worry those living in already 
soggy conditions. Our thoughts and 
concerns are with you all!

I wish you a happy heart, genuine 
spiritual friendships and rejuvenating 
hugs (found at each chapter meeting) 
as you wrap up 2011. It’s been an 
interesting year with preparations for 
continuing to Embrace Our Vision and 
Design Our Future in 2012. 

By Corlea S. Plowman
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Th e Ad Hoc Committee to Study 
Electronic Elections is diving into the 
security topic. Committee members 
have questioned security of email 
addresses, ways of assuring that each 
member has only one vote, and the 
confi dentially of election results prior 
to the close of the voting period.

Voting online will require that 
each member have on fi le with Society 
Headquarters her current email 
address. Her email address could be 
used to receive an alert notifi cation 
for the voting period. Any company 
providing election services for DKG 
would be required to guarantee 
protection of members’ information.

Election methods researched by 
the Ad Hoc Committee provide that 
the fi rst vote cast by any member 
would be the only one recorded. Th is 
would insure “one member, one vote.”

Election results can be reported 
in several ways for future analysis. 
When members vote during a given 
time period, number of votes for each 
candidate from each region, and other 
data could be available.  

Most importantly, members’ 
information would be secure. Election 
results would be secure before the 
committee would recommend an 
election provider.

Online election 
security discussed

Always do right. This will gratify some people and astonish the rest. – Mark Twain

CTAUN 
Conference
“Education IS A Human Right”

February 3, 2012
United Nations Headquarters, 
New York City, NY
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INTERNATIONAL ■  UPDATE

This column is submitted on a rotating basis by the Europe regional 
director and the area representatives for Canada and Latin America.

Canada reports
Celebrating Alberta’s NW Success

Alberta members hosted a 
terrific and uplifting NW Regional 
in Edmonton in July. All Canadian 
members can be proud of their hard 
work and dedication. 

Forum Update
In odd-numbered years, the 

Canadian Forum takes place in two 
parts and at two locations. At the 2011 
Northeast Canadian Forum meeting, 
23 members were in attendance, 
including one first-timer. Part two, 
at Northwest, saw 80 members in 
attendance, including 26 first-time 
forum attendees! Due to the success 
of the first-timers initiative, Forum 

members indicated an interest in 
continuing this partial subsidy for the 
International Convention in 2012. 
If you are considering attending a 
Canadian Forum for the first time, be 
sure to contact the Forum Chair.

This year’s Canadian Forum 
meetings focused on member 
exchange! Members participated in a 
carousel activity, including a discussion 
of the Canadian Forum Operational 
guidelines that were approved at the 
May 2011 meeting of the International 
Administrative Board. 

Members were also called upon 
to identify areas of concerns in 
educational contexts in Canada, 
and discuss strategies for improving 
communication among Canadian 
members, as well as to provide input 
on future directions for the Canadian 

project. 
During the business portions 

of both meetings, members voted 
to increase funding of the Canadian 
project from $2 to $5 per Canadian 
member. While the Forum does not 
levy fees to members, this commitment 
has been made by provincial state 
organizations on behalf of the 
Canadian membership.

Canadian members remain 
committed to a Canada-wide project 
and will consider new project 
proposals at the Forum meeting at 
International Convention in New York 
in 2012. 

Contact the Forum Chair if you 
are interested in submitting a project 
proposal for the consideration of the 
Forum membership. 

In the DKGNetwork, how can 
I create groups and email 
within the group I created?

Starting a new group is easy. After 
logging in to the DKGnetwork, find 
GROUPS in the gray navigation bar 
at the top. Select Start New Group. 
Complete the sections on the page 
to determine permissions. Click on 
submit.

To look for a group of interest, 
select GROUPS from the top 

navigation then select all groups. Scroll 
through the pages of groups to see 
what is available. Or use the search 
window in the upper right corner. 
Type a keyword in the first field of the 
search window. Then select groups in 
the second window. Then click GO. 
Click on submit.

To email the group from within 
DKGnetwork, you must be in the 
group first. On the left side at the 
bottom, you will see choices-Email 
from the Web, From Mail Program 
or Email Moderator. Select the Email 
from the Web to send a message to the 
entire group. The network drops in 
the group email address which is then 
sent to individual addresses.  Complete 
the message and the subject line. Then 
click on the button at the bottom of 
the message- Send Message. The 
-From Mail Program- option uses 
a client email program. If you use 
web-based email, this option will not 
function. If you only want to contact 
the moderator of the group, select the 
last option.


