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SCHOOLS FOR AFRICA NEWSETTE
Official Project of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 
Issue 9  •  Mozambique
Includes:  FOCUS ON MOZAMBIQUE ... information on this country, UNICEF events, 
and a chapter program featuring an evening at the movies to generate your chapter’s 
support of this project

UNICEF EVENT SPARKS INTEREST

PROGRAM IDEA #8:
  

A NIGHT AT THE MOVIES 
WITH THE “GIRLS”

Objectives:

To expose members to gender equity issues 1. 
surrounding the education of African girls 
To continue to “inform the members of current 2. 
economic, social, political, and educational issues 
so that they may participate effectively in a world 
society” DKG Purpose 7

Program Outline:

Bill this meeting as a night at the movies. Limit •	
your business session to a minimum so that the 
meeting can accommodate the movie. (74 min.)
For refreshments provide standard movie snacks.•	
Use a venue that will allow projection of a DVD •	
via laptop. (Public and school library meeting 
rooms usually have this setup. This would be a 
great multi-chapter meeting, too.)
Prior to the viewing discuss with members what •	
it takes to educate a girl in your country. List 
responses	on	a	flip	chart	or	overhead	transparency.
Show the movie, “To Educate a Girl” (74 min.) •	
found at http://teachunicef.org/explore/topic/
gender-equality. At this site click on WATCH. 
Go to the bottom of that page and click on the 2nd 
of	the	three	pages.	You	will	see	a	variety	of	films,	
one of which is “To Educate a Girl.” 
After viewing go back to the list of answers •	
discussed before you saw this movie. 
Discuss how circumstances in Africa impact a •	
girl’s ability to get an education versus in your 
country.  
Note how donations to the Schools for Africa •	
project make a difference in the lives of girls.
Close by collecting funds for the project or by •	
planning a fund-raising event to support School 
for Africa. A holiday silent auction will generate 
contributions for SFA and help with gift lists!

THE CORNER SWAP SHOP
Cities throughout the world host UNICEF events that 
serve to educate people about conditions in Africa. Is 
there a UNICEF event coming to your state? Check 
with the events coordinator in your city to find out 
about these opportunities.

EMPOWER WITH PROGRAMS
One of the major goals of the Schools for Africa project 
addresses gender equity issues as they relate to education. Use 
this	program	idea	to	see	first-hand	how	filmmakers	Frederick	
Rendina and Oren Rudavsky found an answer to the question:  
What does it take to educate a girl?

UNICEF recently sponsored a presentation in Los Angeles, CA 
attended by three DKG members from the CHI State Organization. 
Dr. Changu Mannathoko, UNICEF Senior Policy Advisor for 
Education, personalized the Schools for Africa project through 
her talk, “Educating Girls: A Path Out of Poverty in Africa” 
and through her conversation with the DKG attendees. Susan 
Hamilton, Area XIII Director for Chi State, shared the following 
information gained 
from attending this 
event.
 
“Reflecting	on	
what we learned, 
the Schools for 
Africa campaign 
operates at 
a critical 
intersection of the 
goals of UNICEF, 
not only to save 
the lives of 
22,000 vulnerable
 children who die 
every day, but to 
ensure that the lives of children are 
realized in a meaningful way. UNICEF is the one UN agency 
that is completely supported by volunteer contributions.

“Traditionally girls get married – not educated. Added years 
of education postpone early marriages. The Child-Friendly 
Schools educational model for the Schools for Africa program 
provides safe, relevant, girl-friendly schools that utilize 
textbooks, quality teaching, and introduce technology to the 
students. These schools look beyond the classroom toward 
educating children to be productive members of society. Dr. 
Mannathoko elaborated that important issues in providing 
quality education for both boys and girls include: access to 
school, child-seeking schools, keeping students in school, 
and transforming teacher development. Schools also need to 
provide a safe environment that stresses sanitation, nutrition, 
health education and life skills.  (Continued on reverse)

Susan Hamilton, Judy Kearns, Dr. Changu 
Mannathoko, Sandy Rushing (l to rt)

Photo courtesy of CHI State
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FOCUS ON: MOZAMBIQUE ...  

RESOURCES:
Picture of Mozambican children courtesy of Dave Armstrong, UK based •	
Information taken from http://www.wikipedia.com;                                                                                                          •	
www.ihpa.org.uk/MigrantHealthGuide
Flag from http://www.infoplease.com/atlas/mozambique•	
Map from http://www.mapsofworld.com/mozambique/mozambique-political-map.html•	

      Begin a discovery of MOZAMBIQUE by reading these facts ...
      
      Location:  Southeastern Africa bordered by the Indian Ocean, Tanzania, 
      Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Swaziland and South Africa.
      Area/Population: 309,496 sq. mi. with a population of 24,096,669; birth
      rate: 39.08/1000 (2013)
      Terrain:  The country is divided into two topographical regions by the 
      Zambezi River. To the north of the river, the narrow coastline moves inland 
      to hills and low plateaus, and further west to rugged highlands. To the   
       south, the lowlands are broader with plateaus and mountains.
      Climate:  Tropical climate with two seasons: wet from October to March; 
      dry from April to September. Cyclones are common during the wet season.  
      Average temperature ranges in Maputo are from 13º to 24º C (55º-75º F) 
      in July to 22º-31º C (71º-88º F) in February.
      Capital:  The capital city is Maputo, formerly know as Lourinço Marques.  
      Languages:  The only official language of Mozambique is Portuguese,  
      with roughly half of the population speaking it at a second language. Few  
      speak it as a first language. Languages widely spoken include Swahili,
      Makuwa, and Sena.
      Infant Mortality Rate:  Infant 
      mortality is rate 74.63/1000; life 
      expectancy, 52.29 (2013).
Literacy/Education:  Definition/age 15 and over can read and write ... 56.1% 
(2013); all Mozambicans are required by law to attend school through the 
primary level; however, many children do not go to primary school because they 
work on their family’s subsistence farms for a living. Mozambique is one of the 
most poverty-stricken and under-developed countries in the world.
Natural Resources:  Economy based largely on agriculture, but industry, mainly
food and beverages, chemical manufacturing, aluminum and petroleum production 
point to an economy of huge potential.
Infectious Diseases:  HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria are most prevalent.

(Continued from reverse)
“The concept of Child-Friendly Schools sets high expectations for teachers. Dr. Mannathoko discussed the disconnect between 
teacher	training	institutions	(universities/colleges)	and	actual	experience	in	the	schools.	She	said	it	is	difficult	to	place	middle	
class teachers into remote schools. There is a need to transform teacher training from what institutions teach into what the schools 
need. When asked later about the process of recruiting and training teachers, Dr. Mannathoko said ‘Teachers should be learners all 
the	time	–	be	reflective,	think	about	what	they	are	doing	for	themselves	and	children.’	Teacher	education	courses	for	the	Child-
Friendly School model needs to be established. In her opinion the issue of teacher development is dire in Africa.

“An important part of the presentation was the description of the relationship between UNICEF and the participating African 
countries. Dr. Mannathoko spoke of meeting with the Ministers of Education of the African Union. She described a process of 
establishing sustainable and cooperative agreements with governments for today and tomorrow. Before funding, studies are made 
to establish baseline data and determine where schools should be built. Governments are encouraged to take ‘ownership’ of the 
schools and develop standards to maintain them as Child-Friendly Schools.

“I was impressed with the holistic child-centered philosophy of the UNICEF education program which stresses the fundamental 
importance of engaging family caretakers, community leaders and country governments in the development of schools for both 
now and later. Well thought out plans are in place for improving access to schools and quality of education. The largest challenge 
still	lies	in	improving	teacher	education	–	one	of	the	areas	which	benefits	from	DKG’s	contributions	to	Schools	for	Africa.”


